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NEW SIGN & NEW LINE 
 

Have you noticed the new sign in front of 

WinCar Hardware? 
 

Co-owner Carolyn Thompson explained 

to the Rapper that they have a new 

supplier for the hundreds of hardware 

items they carry. She said she hopes that 

customers will  be happy with the new 

products which include Rust-Oleum and 

Valspar paints. 
 

WinCar is also moving the lumber outside 
so there will be more space in the back of 

the building. Watch for news of a Grand 

Opening in the fall. 
 

Many older residents remember when the 

store was in the old Inn that burnt down in 

1987. It was founded by Winford Janes 

and Carl Webb who combined their names 

when they went into business. 

CITY COUNCIL REPORT 
by Marya Repko 

Mayor Sammy Hamilton welcomed 
everyone on August 11 at the first 

meeting after the summer recess. 

 The official meeting broke briefly 

for the first reading of an Ordinance 
opting-out of early voting for the City 

Election on November 24. The second 

reading will be on September 3. 
 When the meeting resumed, the 

Mayor reported he had been busy, 

despite the vacation atmosphere 
around town, talking to people in 

Tallahassee about funding for our new 

sewer plant. 

 The Collier County Sheriffôs 
Office reported recent burglaries of 

fishing rods in Dupont and on Port of 

the Islands. There have also been 
thefts of 25hp outboard motors in 

Copeland and in Everglades City. 

Extra patrols will be present around 
the school when the new term starts. 

 During Public Comment, John M. 

Wilson had only one thing to say, 

ñGreat water.ò 
 Councilor Elaine Middelsteadt said 

that the City is looking good. The 

Mayor replied that he was always 
pleased when people outside the area 

said how neat and clean we are. 

 The next meeting will include the 

first reading of the budget on 
Thursday, September 3, and will be 

followed by the second reading of the 

budget on Wednesday, September 9. 
Meetings are held at 5:30 p.m. in City 

Hall. Everyone is welcome but must 

sign up first to make a Public 
Comment. 

 

The Chokoloskee Church of God Truth 
Hunters' Boy Ministry welcomes Boys 
ages 10-12 years to join them each 
Wednesday night 7:pm for our 
meetings. Upcoming Duck Hunting 
Activity is planned for the month of 
November. On-going competition for 
Prizes has already started. For more 
details contact Jearl Brown by email: 
jearlcb695@yahoo.com. Photo by Helen 
Bryan with a few of the boys and their 
leader. 
 

 

 

Publisher and editor of The Mullet 
Rapper Patty Huff enjoyed the beautiful 
scenery of the Inner and Outer 
Hebrides in Scotland while on a cycling 
vacation with her husband Steve. 
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Sept 26: Blessing of the Fleet  Nov 24: City Election 
 

 

THRIFT SHOP:  closed until the Fall            SKATING RINK: Fri, Sat, 7-10 pm 
LIONS CLUB: meetings to resume in September        REACH OUT: meetings to resume in October 
DR DEMARTINO: closed until the Fall           LITTLE GATOR CLINIC: closed until October 
FOOD PANTRY: Wed, 12 noon to 2 pm, Community Church     AA: Wed, 5:00 pm, Community Church 
EVERGLADES AL-ANON: Thurs, 12 noon, City Hall       HEALTHY EATING: Tues, 5 to 6 pm, Community Church 
MUSEUM: Mon ï Sat, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm          SMALLWOOD STORE: Daily, 11 am to 4 pm 
CARNESTOWN Recycle and Trash: 2nd Saturday, 9 am to 1 pm 
 

 

SHERIFF AT CITY HALL: Tuesdays (10-11 am) 
 

 

POST OFFICE HOURS: 
Everglades City Mon-Fri: 9:30 am to 1 pm and 2 to 4:30 pm; Sat: outside pick-up 3:45 pm 
Chokoloskee Mon-Fri: 9:30 am to 1 pm and 2 to 4:30 pm; Sat: outside pick-up 3:30 pm 
Ochopee Mon-Fri: 8 to 10 am; 12 noon to 4 pm; Sat: Open for service 10 to 11:30 am. 
 

 

SHERIFF:  252-9300   CITY HALL: 695-3781   PUBLIC LIBRARY: 695-2511  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: 695-3941 
AIRPORT: 695-2778   FAKAHATCHEE: 695-4593   BIG CYPRESS: 695-2000   EVG NATIONAL PARK: 695-3311 
CURBSIDE TRASH PICKUP (FRIDGES, WASHING MACHINES, TVs): 252-2380     COLLIER COUNTY: 252-8999 

SUN MON  TUES WED  THURS FRI  SAT 

9 
Tax Free 

Holiday 

 

 

10 
Hour of Prayer 

Chokoloskee 
Church of God, 7 pm 

Tax Free 

Holiday 

 

11 
Tax Free 

Holiday 

 

 

12 
Ladies Coffee 

Island Café  
8 am 

Tax Free 

Holiday 

 

13 
Tax Free 

Holiday 

 

 

new moon
¹ 14 

RAPPER   
 

Tax Free 

Holiday 

Back-to-School 

Bash 
see p.5 

15 
Tax Free 

Holiday 
see p.5 

 

16 
Tax Free 

Holiday 
see p.5 

Comment 

Period 

Deadline see p.3 

17 
Hour of Prayer  

  Holy Family 
Catholic Church 

7 pm 

School Starts 
see p.5 

18 19 
Ladies Coffee 

City Seafood  
8 am 

20 21 22 

23 24 
Hour of Prayer  

Everglades  
Community Church 

7 pm 

25 26 
Ladies Coffee 

Island Café  
8 am 

27 RAPPER   28 

Veterans 

Support Group 
see p.3 

 

full moon  ̧ 29 

30 31 
Hour of Prayer  
Copeland Baptist 

Church  7 pm 

Deadline for 

Recipes  see p.3 

SEPT 1 
 

2 
Ladies Coffee 

City Seafood  
8 am 

ENP Deadline 
see p.5 

3 
1st Reading of 

the Budget 

City Council  
see p.3 

4 
 

5 

 

6 Labor Day     7 
Hour of Prayer 

Chokoloskee 
Church of God, 7 pm 

 

8 
 

9 
Ladies Coffee 

Island Café  
8 am 

2nd Reading of 

the Budget 
see p.3 

10 RAPPER   11 
Veterans 

Support Group 
see p.3 

 

12 

 

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2015 
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Gulf Coast Canoe Trips 
Every Tuesday through August. 

Canoes available free; kayaks rented at the 

visitor center. For more information or to 

make reservations please call 695-3311 or 
visit website www.nps.gov/ever. 
 

 

Big Cypress Extends Comment 

Period on Oil and Gas Plan 
The National Park Service is extending 

the public review and comment period on 

the Nobles Grade 3-D Seismic 

Survey/Plan of Operations (Plan) within 

Big Cypress National Preserve through 

August 16. 

 The plan may be viewed on the NPS 

Planning, Environment, and Public 

Comment (PEPC) website at 

http://goo.gl/pQMUvJ. Anyone interested 

is encouraged to provide written 
comments through the website or mail to 

the Office of the Superintendent, Big 

Cypress National Preserve, 33100 

Tamiami Trail East, Ochopee, FL 34141 

or entered in the PEPC system website. 

 Copies are available by contacting Big 

Cypress National Preserve Environmental 

Specialist Don Hargrove by phone at 

(239) 695-1150; via email at 

Don_Hargrove@nps.gov; or by mail at 

Big Cypress National Preserve, 33100 
Tamiami Trail East, Ochopee, FL 34141. 
 

 

VETERANSô SUPPORT 

GROUP MEETINGS  
Meetings will be held every other Friday 

starting on August 28 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Jinkins Fellowship Hall behind 

Everglades Community Church. Veterans 

and their families are welcome to attend. 

A representative from the Naples Vet 

center will be there to answer questions. 

For info, call Joy at (239) 403-2377. 
 

 

RECIPES NEEDED 
ReachOut Everglades is 

publishing another great 
local cookbook and is 

requesting recipes. The 

deadline for the NEW Everglades 

Cookbook is August 31. 

 Send recipes to ReachOut Everglades, 

P.O. Box 894, Chokoloskee FL 34138, or 

email to underwoodcheryl@gmail.com or 

GerrieFowler@mac.com. 

 ReachOut is a non-profit organization 

committed to helping our community.  

ENP SEEKS PROPOSALS 
The National Park Serviceôs deadline for 

receiving business proposals for 

commercial visitor services in the 

Flamingo District and Long Pine Key 
areas of Everglades National Park is 

September 2. 

 The prospectus is available online at 

concessions.nps.gov/ever001-16.htm. 

Hardcopies are available upon request for 

$40. Make checks payable to the National 

Park Service and send to Bill Stevens, 

Chief of Concessions, National Park 

Service, Southeast Regional Office AFC, 

1924 Building, 100 Alabama Street SW, 

Atlanta, GA 30303.  
 

 

City Notices 
City Council Meetings 

September 3 and September 9 
first and second reading of the budget 

 

Election on November 24 

for Mayor and 2 councilors 

August 22 - first notice 
 Sept 21 - qualifying begins (nominations) 

Oct 2 - qualifying ends (nominations) 

Oct 25 - last day for voter registration 
 

 

ROOKERY BAY  
Through September 23 

Kirsten Hinesô Birds and Gardens 

Photography Exhibit 

For more information, call (239) 530-5972 

or visit www.rookerybay.org/calendar. 
 

 

 

ROMP IN THE SWAMP 

FISHING TOURNAMENT  
The ñRomp in the Swampò fishing 

tournament at the Port of The Islands 

Resort will be held October 2/3. Anyone 

who like to donate to the event, contact 
Robert Walczak at (239)777-4519. Order 

your Fishing Tournament tickets before 

September 4. For more info, visit 

www.rompintheswampnaples.com. 
 

 

 

REDSNOOK 

TOURNAMENT  
October 24-25 

The RedSnook Tournament benefits the 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida to 

support its clean water initiatives. For 

more information, visit website 

www.conservancy.org/redsnook/schedule.  

  

 

OCHOPEE FIRE CONTROL DISTRICT 
 

07/27/15:  Emergency Medical, 69 MM I-75 
07/27/15:  Emergency Medical, 78 MM I-75 
07/30/15:  Emergency Medical, Chokoloskee 

07/30/15:  Vehicle Accident, 84 MM I-75 
07/30/15:  Air Plane Accident, Ochopee 
07/30/15:  Vehicle Accident, 67 MM I-75 

07/31/15:  Emergency Medical, Port of Islands 
08/02/15:  Vehicle Accident, 58 MM I-75 
08/04/15:  Emergency Medical, Port of Islands 

08/05/15:  Emergency Medical, Ochopee 
08/06/15:  Vehicle Accident, 56 MM I-75 
08/06/15:  Power Line Down, 53 MM I-75 

08/06/15:  Emergency Medical, Turner River Rd 
08/07/15:  Vehicle Accident, SR-29 
08/07/15:  Emergency Medical, Tamiami Trail 

08/07/15:  Emergency Medical, Tamiami Trail 
08/07/15:  Emergency Medical, Everglades City 
08/07/15:  Vehicle Accident, 70 MM I-75 

08/08/15:  Vehicle Accident, 54 MM I-75 
08/08/15:  Vehicle Accident, Tamiami Trail 
08/08/15:  Vehicle Accident, 74 MM I-75 

08/09/15:  Vehicle Accident, 59 MM I-75 
08/09/15:  Emergency Medical, Everglades City 
08/09/15:  Emergency Medical, SR-29 

08/09/15:  Vehicle Accident, US-41 & Burns Rd 
 

The Ochopee Fire Control District 

Advisory Committee will meet at 4 p.m. 

on Monday, September 7, in the Port of 
the Islands Fire Station, located at 525 

Newport Drive #C, Naples, Florida 34114. 
 

 

DOCTORôS CLINIC  
Dr. Kirk DeMartino will return to 
Everglades City in the fall. To schedule an 

appointment in his Marco Island office, 

please call (239) 642-5552. 
 

 

SPORTS PHYSICIAN 
Dr. John Martin, a certified Chiropractic 

Sports Physician, will be in Everglades 

City and Chokoloskee on Tuesdays and 

alternate Fridays. To schedule an 
appointment, call (813) 787-9738 or 261-

9199 or email martinjohndr@gmail.com. 

See page 7 for his latest article. 
 

 

THRIFT SHOP  
The Thrift Shop is closed for the summer. 

Please do not leave items outside the door. 
 

 

Weight Loss and Healthy Eating  
Weight Loss and Healthy Eating Group 
meets every Tuesday from 5 to 6 pm at 

Everglades Community Church. 
 

 

RAPPER DEADLINES 

For public announcements to be listed in 

The Mullet Rapper, email two weeks in 

advance to mulletrapper@gmail.com. See 

the calendar on page 2 for dates. 
 

http://www.nps.gov/ever
http://goo.gl/pQMUvJ
http://www.rookerybay.org/calendar
http://www.rompintheswampnaples.com/
http://www.conservancy.org/redsnook/schedule
mailto:martinjohndr@gmail.com
mailto:mulletrapper@gmail.com
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 Daily  ̧Weekly ̧  Monthly Rentals 

  River Wilderness  
 

   Ċ WATERFRONT VILLAS  Ċ 
 

FREE WI-FI  -  SCREEN PORCH  -  CANOES 
SWIMMING POOL - BOAT RAMP -  DOCK -  OUTDOOR BBQ 

 

210 Collier Ave. Everglades City, FL 34139        239-695-4499 
    

   riverwilderness@localline2.com   
 

Triad Seafood  
Market & Café 

 

closed for the summer 
 

 Full Table Service 
Stone Crabs ǒ Shrimp ǒ Conch 

Crab Cakes ǒ Homemade Key Lime Pies 

Orlo & Pam Hilton   (239) 695-2662 
ñOn the River behind the Schoolò 

 

             WANTED               
           CASH REWARD             

 

Antique & Used Fishing Tackle 
Buy & Sell ï Reels, Wood Rods, Lures, Fish 

Mounts, Tackle Boxes, Fly Rods & Reels, Gaffs, 

Fighting Chairs, Nets, Nautical Items  
 

Old Rod & Reel Collector 

239.695.4288 
mulletmanrech@gmail.com Free 

Appraisals 
     Fish Florida's   
     "Last Frontier"  with 

     Captain John Hand, 

      Guide and Master  

     Fly Casting    

     Instructor. 

 
(239) 842-7778     www.redfishlanding.com 

 

MUSEUM OF THE EVERGLADES 

 
105 West Broadway, Everglades City 

OPEN: Monday ï Saturday 

9:00 am ï 4:00 pm 

(239) 695-0008 

www.evergladesmuseum.org  
 

{ǿŜŜǘ aŀȅōŜǊǊȅΩǎ /ŀŦŞ ŀƴŘ DƛŦǘǎ 

CLOSED 

until O ctober 

See you then é 
 

207 W. Broadway (239) 695-0092 
 

Salads, wraps, and pressed sandwiches 

Gourmet Coffee, Organic Hot Teas, Italian Gelato  

 
 

Closed for the summer 
 

Thank you for another 

great year! See you Oct 15! 
 

 
family owned / operated since 1977 

 

Dr. David Randall, DVM 
11363 Tamiami Trail E, Naples 

774-2233 
bigcypressanimalclinic.com 

 
 

 

Closed for the summer 
 

Thank you for another 

great year! See you Oct 15! 
 

 

mailto:mulletmanrech@gmail.com
http://www.evergladesmuseum.org/
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SCHOOL NEWS  
Everglades City School             phone: 377-9800 or 695-2561                  www.evg.collierschools.com 

 

 

 

BACK -TO-SCHOOL BASH and 

MEET THE TEACHERS  
This year there will be a ñBack to School Bashò on Friday, 

August 14, from 3:30 to 5:00 pm where students and families are 

invited to meet their teachers and walk through their classrooms. 

The event will include a cookout with hot dogs, popcorn and soft 

drinks as we gather to celebrate the start of the new school year!  
 

 

Back-to-School tax-free holiday 
The back-to-school sales tax holiday in Florida will run 

through August 16. Items that will be tax-free include; 

clothing, footwear, wallets, and bags that costs $100 or less, 
school supplies that cost $15 or less, and the first $750 of 

the cost of personal computers and related accessories.  
 

 

Ways You Can Get Involved in Your School!  
 Å Volunteer in our Schools 

 Å Join a School Advisory Council 

Å Send us your e-mail address 

 Å Adopt a School (Become a Business Partner) 

Å Participate in a CEO Briefing 

 Å Get involved with Career & Technical Education 

Å Principal for a Day Program 

Visit website http://www.collierschools.net/Domain/129  

for more information 
 

 

FREE VACCINATIONS  
Students can not enter school without proper immunizations. 

Proof should be brought to the school before the first day. The 

Florida Department of Health in Collier County provides school-

age immunizations free of charge on a walk-in basis at their 

locations in Naples (252-8595) and Immokalee (252-7300).  
 

 

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT! 
The Mullet Rapper is looking for students to write articles for the 

elementary and for the middle / high school levels. Please email 

mulletrapper@gmail.com for more information. 
 

 

Links for CCPS Calendar & School Supplies 
To download an official Collier County Public Schools Calendar, 
visit www.collierschools.com and click on ñCalendarò in the left 

column. You can also find a list of required supplies for each 

grade at www.evg.collierschools.com. 

 

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Welcome Back Students, Families and Staff!!! 
 

The summer break is ending for our students, families and staff as 

we are looking forward to the return of our students on August 

17th. To kick off the start to the school year, we will be holding a 

ñBack to School Bashò on August 14th from 3:30 to 5:00 pm. The 

event will provide an opportunity for our students to meet their 
teachers and for our students in grades 6-12 to also pick up their 

schedules for the upcoming year. In addition, we invite the 

students and their families to join our staff for a cookout with hot 

dogs, chips and drinks following their classroom visits. We hope 

our families are able to join us and if you have any questions 

please donôt hesitate to call the school for more information. 

 The approaching opening of school also signals the beginning 

of our Fall Sports seasons. It was exciting to our Volleyball team 

resume practice on Monday, August 3rd.  The Lady Gators will 

have a talented group of new middle school students joining the 

team this fall. Coach Welch and Coach Valdez are working hard 

with the ladies to prepare for an exciting season of Varsity and JV 
action. Cross country will also begin soon and we look forward to 

the young men and ladies running through the area as they train 

for the season ahead. 

 We would like to take a moment to thank our Athletic Booster 

Club! They work diligently throughout the year in the concession 

stands during every sports season while also conducting a number 

of additional fundraisers to support our athletes. Their support of 

our sports teams is exceptional and we appreciate their dedication 

to our school. They are one of the many reasons why it is ñGreat 

to be Gator!ò  
 

Jim Ragusa 

Go Gators! 
 

 

 

One of the field trips organized by the Sheriffôs Office this 
summer was a visit to the Skunk Ape Research Center in 
Ochopee. Thanks to Sue Gentry for this photo. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  
August 7-16   Tax Free Holidays 

August 14    Back-to-School Bash, 3:30 ï 5 pm 

August 17    Back to School for students 

September 7   Labor Day, No School 

September 14  Early Dismissal 

 

 

 

 

http://www.evg.collierschools.com/
http://www.collierschools.net/Domain/129
mailto:mulletrapper@gmail.com
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NOW SERVING 

EVERGLADES CITY  

 
S.W. FLAôs Pest Authority  

since 1990 

CALL (239) 455-4300 
 

 
DRYWOOD TERMITE  

Spot Treatments 
CollierPestControl.com   3899 Mannix Dr #412 

 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service 11:00 a.m. 
 

www.evergladescommunitychurchevergladescity.com  

http://www.evergladescommunitychurchevergladescity.com/
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Florida Tales  
 

 

ñ1892 Expeditionò  
by Chester Keene 

 

Continued from the July 31st issueé. 
 

Arrangements were made with Billy 

Fiewel to return tomorrow night and 

proceed with us, not as a guide but to 

hunt and make himself useful and we 

might derive such benefits as we could 

from his knowledge in contending with 

the difficulties of the way.  

 The island upon which we are 
located was a 1/4 acre of grape vines, 

India rubber or wild fig, elder bushes, 

briers and a pumpkin vine. Indian signs 

were noticed. The average depth of water 

today: 12 inches; the latter part of the 

day is 18 inches.  

 Billy told us that no frost occurred in 

the Everglades and the character of the 

green growth corroborated his statement. 

If this country could be drained, a vast 

expanse of arable land could be opened 

to development and cultivated.  
 We will call this Camp Island No.22 

indicating the day of the month and 

enabling the location of any particular 

point when taken in connection with the 

engineer's report and plat. From the top 

of a tree an Indian Camp be seen about 5 

miles south of us and supposed to be 

occupied.   

 Camp No.7. Island No.22. 

Wednesday. March 23rd, 1892. Up to last 

night we made 14.7 miles from Camp 
Shackleford which is better than 

anticipated. 

       to be continue ... 
 

Chester Keene is a retired law enforcement 
officer and Florida native. He retains the 

copyright to this article. 
 

 

 

 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES  
For submitted articles, please email to 

mulletrapper@gmail.com two weeks 

prior to publication. See the calendar on 

page 2. 

Recipe for Good Eating  
 

Edisto Tomato Pie 
Submitted by Elaine Middelstaedt 

 

INGREDIENTS: 

 1 (9-inch) deep dish pie shell 

 5 large tomatoes 

 ½ tsp salt  ½ tsp black pepper 3 tsp dried basil  Garlic powder to taste 

 ¾ cup mayonnaise 

 1-1/4 cup grated cheddar 
 

METHOD: 

Pre-bake the pie shell at 375° for ten minutes. Peel and thickly slice the tomatoes. Combine 

the salt, pepper, basil and garlic powder. Layer the tomatoes in the pie shell, sprinkling 

each layer with the combined seasonings. Combine the mayonnaise and cheese, and spread 

over the tomatoes. Bake at 350° for 35 minutes or until golden brown and bubbly. Let 

stand 5 minutes before serving. Yield: 6-8 services. 
 

Variation: add 1 large onion, chopped, and top with herb dressing mix. 
 

If you have a favorite recipe to share, please phone or email us.  Patty Huff 

 

 

Off the Shelf - Book Review 
ñDeadline Artistsò 

eds. John Avlon, Jesse Angelo, Errol Louis 

reviewed by Marya Repko 
Here is a collection of newspaper columns by some of the great journalists, from Ernest 

Hemmingway, H.L. Mencken, and Damon Runyon to Jimmy Breslin and Carl Hiaasen. 

 The subjects are grouped in chapters which include War, Politics, and Civil Rights as 

well as the lighter side: Sports and Humor. 

 This is a good book to dip into for a quick read, at the pool or waiting for a doctorôs 

appointment. It is available on request from Collier County Public Library. 
 

 

EIGHT COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF 

THE CHRONICALLY WELL  
by Dr. John Martin 

 

So, what are those who seem to be healthy all of the time, or just don't seem to get sick, at 

least for any long periods anyway ī what are they doing different from the rest of us? What 
can we do to be more like that (i.e. healthier)? 
 

Those who know better, say that if one were to follow a millionaire around and do exactly 

what the millionaire does, that there would result a high risk (although no guarantee) that 

you too would become a millionaire. 
 

Some things are just good common sense, other health "secrets" might seem more subtle. 
People who are well and just don't seem to get sick: 

1. Get plenty of fresh air and sunshine 

2. Drink clean water 

3. Exercise regularly 

4. Manage stress effectively 

5. Maintain a network of Significant Others 

6. Express a positive mental attitude 

7. Exhibit a strong spiritual base 

And ī you'll have to attend Dr. Martin's Fall 2015 Health Workshop(s) to learn the MOST 

COMMON characteristic of the chronically well. Call Dr. Martin at 813-787-9738. He 

knows. 

mailto:mulletrapper@gmail.com


The MULLET RAPPER     Whatõs Happening in the Everglades City Area    AUGUST 14, 2015 

email: mulletrapper@gmail.com    ¶ ¶ ¶ PAGE 8 ¶ ¶ ¶    www.evergladesmulletrapper.com 

JULY SAWFISH REPORT  
by Dana M. Bethea 

NOAA Fisheries Panama City Laboratory Panama City, FL 
 

In July, the NOAA Smalltooth Sawfish Abundance Survey was 
stationed in Everglades City, sampling coastal areas from Coon 

Key to Pavilion Key. 

 Eleven new young-of-the-year smalltooth sawfish (31-46 

inches) were tagged on this trip. Researchers breathed a sigh of 

relief when three new young-of-the-year were captured and 

tagged in Grocery Creek near Coon Key; this ñhistoric hot spotò 

had recently been quiet with no animals tagged there since August 

2013. The second highlight of the trip was the capture of a 

previously tagged female in Mud Bay ï she grew 34 inches in 434 

days! The west-side of Chokoloskee Island remains an area of 

high abundance. 

 Smalltooth sawfish were listed as endangered in 2003 under 
Section 9 of the Endangered Species Act. Remember, it is illegal 

to ñtakeò (harass, harm, pursue, target, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, 

trap or capture) this animal. The current core population is limited 

to waters off the coast of southwest Florida and incidental 

encounters between smalltooth sawfish and fishermen do occur. If 

you incidentally hook or net a smalltooth sawfish, please do not 

remove the animal from the water. Cut the line or gear as close to 

the animal as possible and release the animal immediately. Please 

exercise caution and never remove the saw.  

 If you see or incidentally catch a smalltooth sawfish, please 

contact the International Sawfish Encounter Database at 352-392-
2360 or the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

at 941-255-7403. You can also email: Sawfish@MyFWC.com. 

All input and cooperation from the public is greatly valued and 

helps guide our field expeditions. 

 The Smalltooth Sawfish Abundance Survey field team will be 

in Key Largo, sampling Flamingo and Florida Bay, August 23-28, 

2015. 
 

This research follows permits EVER-2015-SCI-0002 and ESA-17787. Funding is 

provided through the NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Regional Office in St. 

Petersburg, FL. 
 
 

 

NOAA Fisheries 
researchers prepare 
to release a 

recaptured juvenile 
female smalltooth 
sawfish. She was 

originally tagged in 
Mud Bay on May 8, 
2014 at 32 inches 

(left). 
 
 

 
 

She was recaptured in 
Mud Bay on July 15, 
2015 at 66 inches 

(right).  
 
 

Photos by Dana M. 
Bethea. 
 

Living Gulf Coast  
by Charles Sobczak 

Stump Pass Beach State Park 
Manasota Key, Englewood, FL 34223 

(941) 964-0375 / 245 acres / Parking fee 

www. floridastateparks.org/stumppass / E-mail: on website 
Located in the northwest corner of Charlotte County on the 

southern tip of Manasota Key, this mile-long stretch of sand is a 
combination of a great sunbathing beach and a fascinating hike into a 

natural dune ecosystem. Most visitors to Stump Pass Beach State 
Park tend to stay close to the parking lot, which is on the north end of 

the park just past the entrance. While this is ideal for playing in the 
surf, near-shore snorkeling, and hunting for fossilized sharkôs teeth, 

the real natural beauty of this park lies farther to the south. 
Roughly halfway into the park the beachgoers and fishermen 

begin to thin out, and an interior hiking trail begins. The next half-
mile of trail runs along stretches of Lemon Bay and winds through 

buttonwood and red mangrove forests. There are five distinct natural 
communities found along the trail. During high tide, sections of this 

path may be flooded.  
This area of the park is known for its bird life. Sightings might 

include red-breasted mergansers, wood storks, and great blue herons, 
as well as semipalmated, piping, wilsonôs, and black-bellied plovers. 

During the spring and fall migrations you might expect to see red 
knots, ruddy turnstones, magnificent frigatebirds, and migratory 

warblers.  
You might see an occasional squirrel or an errant raccoon, but 

also be on the lookout for gopher tortoises, indigo snakes, and green 
anoles. During the summer months, ask about the ranger-led sea 

turtle patrols. This secluded beach is a popular nesting site for 
loggerheads. On the bay side of the park, you might spot a manatee 

searching for an underwater pasture of turtle grass.  

The fishing throughout the park is excellent. Anglers working the 
beach side will be reeling in whiting, flounder, snook, seatrout, and 

sheepshead, while the bay side is a good place to catch minnows, 
black-striped mullet, and redfish. Snorkeling, both on the bay and 

beach sides, is a popular activity at the park in large part because of 
the exceptional water quality. Canoeing and kayaking the inside 

waters of Lemon Bay is a favorite pastime for park visitors, though 
care should be taken as this long, straight stretch of water is popular 

with powerboats and water skiers. There are no on-site canoe or 
kayak rentals.  

One of the more interesting features of Stump Pass Beach Park is 
the severe beach erosion occurring on the gulf side. Here you can 

witness what may eventually happen 
to barrier islands throughout Florida as 

a result of rising sea levels. At high 
tide the waves coming in from the gulf 

break directly against a two- to four-
foot ledge. The beach disappears 

beneath the sea and the erosion creates 
a sheer bluff. While this is hardly what the park rangers like to see, 

these bluffs afford an interesting window into the root systems of 
beach-stabilizing plants such as sea oats and buttonwood trees. Take 

a moment to study these exposed root systems to understand why 
these plants are protected by state law. 

Stump Pass Beach State Park was purchased by the state of 
Florida in 1971. Today it offers picnic tables, rinse-off showers, 

restrooms, a pleasant pavilion, and boardwalks.  
 

Charles Sobczak is a Sanibel author. For more information, go to 
www.indigopress.net. Books are available at the Big Cypress Swamp 
Welcome Center, ENP Gulf Coast Visitor Center, Right Choice 

Supermarket and WinCar Hardware. 

http://www.indigopress.net/
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GIANT GATOR 
Take a trip during August to the Ernest F. 

Coe Visitor Center at the National Park in 

Homestead to see ñGator in the Bayò, a 

33,000 pound alligator the size of a 

football field that floats. The head is a 3-

story steel sculpture built on a self-

propelled barge using recycled junkyard 

materials. The upper jaw, attached to the 

boom of a crane, opens and closes. The 

body is a photo mosaic using individual 
boards (called Floating Art Tiles) with 

photographs of the Everglades (captured 

by the artist, Lloyd Goradesky) which took 

four years and $1 million to complete. 

 For info about the project, see 

www.gatorinthebay.com. 

 For info about the park, see 

http://www.nps.gov/ever/ or call (305) 

242-7700. 
 

 

ESHP News  
The Everglades Society for Historic 

Preservation will resume monthly Board 

meetings on Monday, September 14. 

They meet at 8:30 a.m. in the Historical 

Library upstairs in City Hall. 

 We will be planning The Blessing of 

the Stone Crab Fleet which takes place at 

the end of the month. Members and the 
public are welcome to make suggestions! 

 For info, call Marya at 695-2905 or 

Patty at 695-2397 or see the ESHP website 

www.evergladeshistorical.org. 
 

 

 

Everglades Community Church has a 
new website. You can visit it at 
www.evergladescommunitychurch.com 

M USEUM of the Everglades  
Pauline Reeves Gallery 

Student Art Exhibit  
August is the last month to see the studentsô art exhibit at the 

Museum of the Everglades. If you have not had an opportunity 

to stop by the Museum, please do so. 

 The Museum is open to the public Monday through 

Saturday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. There is no admission 

charge but donations are welcome. 
 Volunteers to greet visitors are needed during the summer 

before our snowbirds return. If you can spare a few hours in 

the morning or afternoon, drop in and talk with Martha or 

Jennifer. The phone number is 695-0008. 
 

 

TAXING THINGS  
by Mike the Tax Guy 

Five Tax Tips about Hobbies that Earn Income 
Millions of people enjoy hobbies. They can also be a source of income. Some of these 

types of hobbies may include, photography, sport fishing, craft and jewelry making, or 

pet breeding. You must report any income you get from a hobby on your tax return. How 

you report the income is different than how you report income from a business. There are 

special rules and limits for deductions you can claim for a hobby.  
 

Business versus Hobby.  A key feature of a business is that you do the activity to make a 

profit. This differs from a hobby that you may do for sport or recreation. There are nine 
factors to consider when you determine if you do the activity to make a profit: 

¶ Whether you carry on the activity in a businesslike manner.  

¶ Whether the time and effort you put into the activity indicate you intend to make 

it profitable.  

¶ Whether you depend on income from the activity for your livelihood.  

¶ Whether your losses are due to circumstances beyond your control (or are 

normal in the startup phase of your type of business).  

¶ Whether you change your methods of operation in an attempt to improve 

profitability.  

¶ Whether you or your advisors have the knowledge needed to carry on the 

activity as a successful business.  

¶ Whether you were successful in making a profit in similar activities in the past.  

¶ Whether the activity makes a profit in some years and how much profit it makes.  

¶ Whether you can expect to make a future profit from the appreciation of the 

assets used in the activity. 

Make sure you base your decision on all the facts and circumstances of your situation. 

Refer to Publication 535, Business Expenses to learn more. You can also visit IRS.gov 

and type ñnot-for-profitò in the search box.  
 

Allowable Hobby Deductions.  You may be able to deduct ordinary and necessary 

hobby expenses. An ordinary expense is one that is common and accepted for the activity. 

A necessary expense is one that is helpful or appropriate.  
 

Limits on Expenses.  As a general rule, you can only deduct your hobby expenses up to 

the amount of your hobby income. If your expenses are more than your income, you have 

a loss from the activity. You canôt deduct that loss from your other income.  
 

How to Deduct Expenses.  You must itemize deductions on your tax return in order to 

deduct hobby expenses. Your costs may fall into three types of expenses. Special rules 

apply to each type. You should report them on Schedule A, Itemized Deductions.  
 

Mike, The Tax Guy, provides income tax services. For more information or to talk to 
Mike, phone him at 695-0595. 
 

Dylan Lucas 
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PROGRAMS AT COUNTY PARKS  
Registration for all Collier County Parks and Recreation Fall 
Programs began on August 1. A list of the programs and events 

are available on the website, www.collierparks.com. You can 

register for programs by clicking the ñRegister Online Hereò 

button or you can register for the events and programs in person.  

 For more information contact Collier County Parks & 

Recreation at (239) 252-4000 or visit the website. 
 

 

HEALTHY LAWNS AND WATER  
We all want a green lawn, but when our water turns green, too, it 

usually means high nutrient levels from our lawn fertilizers have 

leached into the water system. Excess nutrients like nitrogen and 

phosphorous not only affect plants by damaging roots and 

attracting pests, they can cause harmful algae blooms, fish kills or 

contaminate the drinking water. 
 

Collier County adopted a Florida Friendly Fertilizer Ordinance in 

2011 to protect our local waters from excess nutrients. The 

ordinance does not allow: 

- An individual to apply fertilizer, commercially, if they do not 

have their Green Industries Best Management Practices (GI-

BMP) certification from the State of Florida.  
- Fertilizer to be applied within 10 feet (or 3 foot with a deflector 

shield) of a water body or wetland. 
- Fertilizing when soils are saturated or during storm 

watch/warning events. 
- Plant clippings or fertilizer to be left on impervious surfaces. 
- Deviation from the product labeled application rates and 

methods.  
 

Proper fertilizing is technical and should never be done 

haphazardly. Our local University of Florida/Institute of Food and 

Agricultural Services Extension (UF/IFAS) is an excellent 

resource for understanding products, proper application and 

timing. Additional information can be found at 
http://collier.ifas.ufl.edu/ and at www.dontoverfeed.com. For 

more information or to report violations, call (239) 252-2440. 
 

 

BE CAREFUL WITH FISHING LINE  
Many different species of wildlife can be impacted by discarded 

monofilament line. Along the coast, manatees, sea turtles, whales, 

dolphins and rays have been seen entangled in line. FWC 

researchers note that clumps of monofilament line are the most 

common foreign object found during manatee necropsies. 

 Species of wading birds and shorebirds are also affected by 

monofilament line. These birds frequent piers and other fishing 

hotspots, where they are often hooked accidentally when trying to 

grab bait off an anglerôs line. Additionally, discarded 

monofilament line hanging from trees, piers and other structures 

can ensnare birds. Once entangled, birds can have a difficult to 
impossible time flying and feeding. 

 ñIt is not uncommon to find dead pelicans entangled with 

fishing line and hooks,ò said FWC biologist Ricardo Zambrano. 

 For info about the Monofilament Recovery & Recycling 

Program, see mrrp.MyFWC.com where you can find a recycling 

facility near you; there are several in Chokoloskee and Everglades 

City. 

 To report injured animals, call 888-404-3922, the FWC 

Hotline.

SPINY LOBSTERS 
Commercial and recreational spiny lobster season 
started on August 6 and runs until March 31. A 

recreational saltwater fishing license and a spiny 

lobster permit are required to recreationally 

harvest spiny lobsters unless you are exempt from 

recreational license requirements. Additionally, if 

you plan to participate in the lionfish incentive 

program, youôll need to have proof of your 

lionfish catch before you harvest the extra lobster. The bag limit 

for lobsters is 6 per person per day with a minimum carapace size 

of at least 3-inches. For info, see www.myFWC.com and click on 

ñLicensesò. 
 

 

 
 

ROOKERY BAY  DIRECTOR  
Native Floridian Keith Laakkonen has been 

appointed as director of the National Estuarine 

Research Reserve to take over from Gary Lytton who has retired. 

The visitor center at Rookery Bay NERR, which is on Tower 

Road in Naples at CR-951 just off US-41, has programs for adults 

and children throughout the year. For more info, see 

www.rookerybay.org. 
 

 

 

Panther Deaths 
  

The remains of a 4-5 month-old uncollared female panther 

(UCFP248) were collected on 7/30/2015 on Golden Gate Blvd 

East in Collier County. This is about 0.85 miles west of 

Everglades Blvd. The cause of death was collision with a vehicle. 

This is the  17th road mortality for 2015. 

 The remains of a 2.7 year old radio-collared female panther 

(FP240) were discovered on 8/10/2015 in the Deep Lake Unit of 

Big Cypress National Preserve in Collier County.  The cause of 

death appears to be intraspecific aggression.  FP240 was initially 

handled as a kitten at the den of FP151 in January of 2013.  This 
is the 26th panther mortality for 2015. 

 The carcasses will be sent to the FWC Research Lab 

Gainesville lab for necropsy.  
 

 

 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE VACANCIES 
 

The Collier County Board of County Commissioners is seeking 

applications for positions on several advisory committees. 
 

Among them are: 

- Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 

- Collier County Planning Commission 

- Consumer Advisory Board (CAB)  

- Contractors Licensing Board 

- Growth Management Oversight Committee 

- Health Facilities Authority 

- Historical/Archaeological Preservation Board 

- Public Safety Authority 
 

For info, visit www.colliergov.net and click on ñI Want To éò 

and then ñApply forò or phone (239) 252-8400. 
 

http://www.collierparks.com/

